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INTRODUCTION
It seems sufficient that only a short provisional introduction should accompany this first

volume of the Coffin Texts. A complete introduction demands a separate volume; and such
an introductory volume containing a list of all the originals used, a discussion of their pecu-
liarities, a paleography, a list of spells and the order in which these occur in the individual
manuscripts-in short, all the information which may be useful to the student of the text
volumes or is important in itself-will be compiled in the course of the preparation of the text
volumes and can be published only when these are out. The purpose of these few introductory
pages is merely to explain and justify the scope and arrangement of this publication and to
take the earliest opportunity of expressing our deep gratitude to all those who have laid us
under obligation during the long years in which the widely scattered materials for this work
were being collected.

Although the nature of the Coffin Texts makes it probable that they will not be welcomed
with joy by all Egyptologists, nobody will deny the importance and necessity of the task
undertaken here. These texts constitute the largest body of Egyptian texts not yet published
and form the missing link between the Pyramid Texts and the later Book of the Dead. They
must needs claim the attention of lexicographer and grammarian as well as of the student of
religion and thought; for, whether they please us or not, they are an expression of the Egyptian
mind and therefore afford valuable evidence indispensable to a proper knowledge of the
Egyptian mental atmosphere.

The history of the enterprise has been set forth by Professor Breasted in chapter vii of his
book on The Oriental Institute.' The first scholar to contemplate an edition of the Coffin Texts
was M. Lacau, who had compiled the catalogue of the Cairo material. He made a beginning
in the Recueil de travaux for 1904, and his series of articles continued intermittently down to
the time of the World War. At the conclusion of this M. Lacau was appointed director-
general of the Egyptian Service des Antiquit6s, and it became apparent that henceforth he
would have but little time to devote to so exacting an undertaking. The project of a complete
edition now began to germinate independently in the minds of two scholars, one in America and
the other in England. Professor Breasted had conceived the plan of both copying by hand and
photographing all existing Coffin Texts, while Dr. Gardiner merely thought of continuing the
work along the lines started by M. Lacau, with the difference that the texts should henceforth
be published in autograph and in vertical columns. Professor Breasted and Dr. Gardiner have
alike acknowledged that they had seriously underestimated the extent and difficulty of the
task, and it was a happy circumstance that enabled them to pool their plans and to devise in
common a scheme of work which combined the advantages of photography and hand-copying.
The financing of the enterprise was undertaken by the Oriental Institute. M. Lacau at first
consented to lend his assistance as a third editor, but after various meetings in which the gen-
eral order of procedure was discussed it became plain that his administrative duties would not
admit of his active participation in the work. Having most generously placed all his copies and
notes at the disposal of the other two editors, he therefore withdrew from their number. It
is largely due to M. Lacau's interest that such splendid facilities were given for the work in
the Cairo Museum, a special gallery being set aside for the purpose. His copies have, more-
over, proved quite indispensable, not merely on account of their great accuracy, but also be-

"The University of Chicago Survey," Vol. XII (Chicago, 1933).
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x INTRODUCTION

cause the originals had in many cases gravely deteriorated since they were made. In some

cases they provide our sole witness to a text.

A start was made with the actual copying in 1922/23, Professor Breasted and Dr. Gardiner

being assisted for this season only by Dr. Ludlow S. Bull, who was mainly occupied in listing

the coffins and classifying M. Lacau's materials-a piece of work that has been invaluable at

all stages. In 1923/24 the copying was much interrupted by the discovery of the tomb of

Tutenkhamon, and with Professor Breasted's increasing obligations it became clear that

he would have to retire from the actual work. Though he thus withdrew as editor, Professor

Breasted continued his co-operation in other respects, giving much time and thought to the

scheme whenever difficulties had to be overcome or problems to be settled. And as to the ma-

terial side of the enterprise, it is of course unnecessary to say that without the resources of the

Oriental Institute an undertaking of these dimensions would have been impossible.
In the next season I was engaged as assistant to Dr. Gardiner, since the task was obviously

too large for one man to undertake single-handed. From that time onward the enterprise
has been practically confined to Gardiner and myself. As Gardiner likewise became in-

creasingly obliged to give the larger part of his time to other tasks, we soon developed the ar-
rangement that I should copy the texts in Cairo and in Europe and he should check over my
results at intervals. During the last few years the work has rested solely in my own hands,
and indeed the physical circumstances demanded that the final editing should be in the hands
of a single person working continuously in one and the same place. Hence it has come about
that I appear alone as the actual author of this book, though Dr. Gardiner remains associated
with me as co-editor of the entire enterprise. Although in his opinion my share is so pre-
ponderating that this position has become inevitable, it must here be stated how much the
work owes to him. Not only has he collated the majority of the texts, but also the actual ap-
pearance and arrangement of the publication are the outcome of our joint thought and discus-
sions, not to mention the more personal matter of how greatly his encouragement has helped
me to persevere in an often tedious task.

Besides the scholars already mentioned, it is here necessary to place on record the names of
others to whom in one way or another gratitude is due. A few coffins were copied from
photographs by Dr. R. Anthes and Dr. T. G. Allen, the latter having a further claim to our
gratitude as editorial secretary of the Oriental Institute. The late Mr. J. Hartman performed
a most useful function in photographing the larger part of the Cairo coffins during the first
season. But above all we acknowledge the kindness shown to us by the directors of the various
museums in possession of the materials which we needed. In Cairo, where by far the greatest
number of coffins is found, we had the unflagging assistance, apart from M. Lacau himself,
of Messrs. Quibell, Lefebvre, Gauthier, and Edgar, and subsequently of Messrs. Engelbach
and Gunn. At the British Museum the late Dr. H. R. Hall and Mr. Sidney Smith afforded
every facility, as did also the late M. Benedite and M. Boreux at the Louvre, Professor
Schitfer at Berlin, the late Professor Schiaparelli at Turin, M. Capart at Brussels, Dr. Leeds
at the Ashmolean Museum at Oxford, Mr. Dows Dunham at the Museum of Fine Arts in

Boston, Mr. H. E. Winlock at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, and Dr. L. S.
Bull at New Haven (Yale).

Not only have the aforementioned placed all their material, much of it unpublished, at our
disposal, but they have also made the work as pleasant and as easy as circumstances would
allow. It must be remembered that among the coffins studied are some of a size and weight
altogether out of proportion to the students' rooms where most tasks of this kind have to
be done. To one and all of the many who have shown such patience with us and our exacting
demands we tender our heartfelt thanks.
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INTRODUCTION

It seems superfluous to explain here the details of the arrangements for the copying of the
texts. The plan was adopted at the very beginning of the enterprise and proved so practical
that we were able to adhere to it down to the very end. The reader interested in the particu-
lars may be referred to the chapter devoted to the Coffin Texts in Breasted's above-mentioned
book. Suffice it here to state that one of the principles early adopted and faithfully observed
was that no text should be regarded as properly copied unless it had been collated by at least
two persons. As was explained above, this means that in the vast majority of cases the texts
were copied by me and collated by Gardiner and then again by myself. It was only toward
the end of the copying that there was some deviation from this principle, especially in the case
of the coffins in America. These were copied from photographs and afterward collated with
the originals by the present writer. Another valuable means of testing our copies was found
in previous publications of certain texts and above all in M. Lacau's manuscript. The in-
troductory volume will afford an opportunity of stating exactly what sources and means of
control were available in each individual case.

Although the method described above seems to reduce error to a minimum, I have had the
humiliating experience that complete avoidance of mistakes is apparently impossible. A col-
lation of the final text with the photographs has disclosed at the last moment a certain number
of obvious mistakes. Of course only indubitable mistakes (omissions of signs and the like)
have been corrected at this stage of the work; in doubtful cases the photographs, in which
mere fortuitous patches of color or the grain of the wood have often a misleading resemblance
to actual signs, have never been trusted against our copies from the originals.

A little more must be said to explain the arrangement of the publication as it was finally
settled. Broadly speaking we found in our materials three groups of texts: Pyramid Texts,
earlier versions of spells already known as chapters of the Book of the Dead, and new spells,
that is, spells not (or not yet) known to belong to these two groups. As regards the division
into these three groups, it may be said that it has been proved both practical and possible to
separate the bulk of the Pyramid Texts occurring in our coffins from the rest; for the majority
of these Pyramid Texts, nearly always the same spells or groups of spells, form a distinct body
of texts, a foreign body clearly different from the other spells. The publication of these later
copies of the Pyramid Texts has been reserved for later. Only such Pyramid spells as occur
among the other texts or as part of a regular series of non-Pyramid spells have been incorpo-
rated into the present volumes of Coffin Texts proper. With the spells belonging to the later
Book of the Dead the situation is different. The relation is here much closer, and they cannot
be separated from the rest so easily or without cutting to the quick. In the first place it some-
times happens that only one part or subdivision of a spell or series of spells which forms a unit
in the Coffins has survived in the later Book of the Dead. A striking example is found in the
series of spells studied in Sethe's Gsttinger Totenbuchstudien:2 the order of the spells belonging
to this series in the Coffins is very different from that in the Book of the Dead, in which, more-
over, one spell has disappeared. It would be obviously absurd to adopt for the Coffins this
later order and to separate the spell which was not incorporated into the later Book of the
Dead from the other spells. Another example of the same kind occurs in the present volume, as
is shown by a comparison of our first series of spells and chapter 169 of the Book of the Dead.
In the second place some chapters of the Book of the Dead are compilations of originally inde-
pendent texts. For example, chapter 28 of the Book of the Dead is never found in the Coffins as
one spell but exists there only as three independent spells; these, moreover, usually belong to
different groups. In this case we must clearly publish these texts as separate spells, and within
the series to which they belong in the Coffins, not as the later unit which for some reason they

2 In Zeitschrift fir agyptische Sprache und Altertumakunde LVII-LIX (1922-24).
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INTRODUCTION

have become in the Book of the Dead. Sometimes the reverse situation occurs: chapters 69
and 70 of the Book of the Dead are always one in the Coffins and must be given as such. In
the third place any new, full copy of a Book of the Dead may prove our distinction to be
wrong by containing a spell from the Coffin Texts not known hitherto in the Book of the
Dead. The papyrus of Nu, for example, is our sole evidence for the existence of several Coffin
Text spells in the New Kingdom. On the other hand, any new coffin may contain an earlier
version of a chapter of the Book of the Dead of which we do not possess a copy in the Coffins
at the present moment. We have little reason to think that our material, vast as it is, com-
prises all the spells circulating at this period. Nearly every new coffin has yielded one or
more unknown spells; it was, for example, only in one of the last coffins I copied that I found
our first copy of chapter 14 of the Book of the Dead. For all these reasons no distinction has
been made between Coffin Texts and Book of the Dead. A complete concordance of the Coffin
Texts with the Book of the Dead and the Pyramid Texts will be given in the introductory vol-
ume alluded to above. Meantime a provisional list of this sort will be given with each volume
as it appears.

As to the order in which the spells are published, this is largely dictated by practical reasons,
though several more scientific and theoretically more attractive possibilities have been con-
sidered. One possibility was to try an arrangement according to subject, that is, to collect
group by group all the spells concerned with food, transformations, etc. But a serious diffi-
culty is that more often than not it is impossible to assign a spell to a clear subject group. At
all events this system, which has many undeniable advantages, would have demanded a pro-
longed study of the texts which would have withheld the Coffin Texts for many more years
from an impatient world.

Another possibility was to classify our spells according to the position in which they are
habitually found in the coffins, for some spells regularly occur on the head, others equally
regularly on the foot or on the back, etc., and it is often clear from their contents that there is
an inherent reason for this position. However, the number of spells belonging to this class is
much too small to yield a principle of arrangement for all the spells.

A third possibility was the course taken by Sethe in his Pyramidentexte.3 That is, we might
have given all the texts of one coffin accompanied by their parallels, then the remaining
texts of a second coffin, etc. This, however, would often have spoiled the natural serial group-
ing found in some coffins but absent in others. Sethe chose this method because it gave
precedence to the most ancient text. For us who had to arrange undated material this method
had little attractiveness. If our arrangement had to be arbitrary, we had little reason to pre-
fer the capriciousness of an ancient scribe to our own. Our tendency has been to publish first
those spells of which there are many parallel texts, and by preference those which belong to
a larger series. Often, however, it is the merest chance or a momentary predilection which has
determined my choice.

The division into spells itself is a problem of which many readers might prefer a solution
based on more scientific principles than those here followed. As a rule a unit marked out as
such by a sign of division at the end in one or more manuscripts has been numbered by me as
a separate spell; in other words, a spell in our publication is usually the smallest unit found
in any of the manuscripts in which its text is included. Some of these spells may later prove to
be only subdivisions of a larger unit, which would then be recognized as the real spell. Or, con-
versely, although a mark of division is absent in all manuscripts, a spell might be an aggrega-
tion of many independent elements. Only a thorough study of a text (which, as stated above,
would have postponed the publication of the texts perhaps to the Greek calends) could put the

Die altgyptie ce/n Pyramidenle.rte . . . . neu hrsg. und erlitutert von Kurt Sethe (4 vols.; Leipzig, 1908-22).
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INTRODUCTION

student in a position to solve such problems as these, which are the more difficult because most
of the spells are extremely formless compositions without any proper development of a theme
or any clear conclusion. Here again a final decision must be the result of a further study of the
texts, and for the moment our course has been determined by the purely practical considera-
tion that in the future it will be easier to operate with our small units than with long spells
which it might become necessary to subdivide into a, b, c, etc.

Let us now turn to the arrangement of our pages. The texts are given in parallel vertical
columns. The use of vertical columns was of course dictated by our determination to preserve
in all cases the direction and relative position of the signs as found in the originals. The ad-
vantages of this method are obvious. A publication in horizontal lines of originals written in
vertical columns conceals all the variations in the position and arrangement of words and
signs. How important these may be is seen from Sethe's comprehensive study of such phe-
nomena in a separate volume of his edition of the Pyramid Texts. Much of the work done by
Sethe in compiling that volume will be avoided by our own arrangement, which puts the whole
material before the student from the outset. Another advantage is that it is more likely to
give the student an approximately accurate idea of what a lacuna might have contained.
Great care has been taken to show these gaps in their actual size in proportion to the preserved
parts of the same manuscript. It should, however, be borne in mind that the variations of
spelling, as well as in the size of the individual signs in the same manuscript, are often so
great that it is impossible to be sure how a lacuna of any length should be restored. It is abso-
lutely impossible to reconstruct whole lines or sides of our manuscripts, as Sethe has done for
some parts of the Pyramid Texts, if only a few fragments are left. For this reason the esti-
mated length of long lacunae is always to be accepted with some reserve. Restorations have
only very rarely been admitted to the main text. This has in fact been done only when the
restoration cannot be immediately ascertained from the parallel texts, or when it is important
for the question as to which version a manuscript belongs to. If restorations are inserted in the
text, they are of course inclosed in square brackets.

One deviation from our principle of reproducing the original as faithfully as possible was
unavoidable. Many of our manuscripts are written in real, sometimes even rather cursive,
hieratic. For the sake of uniformity and clearness this has been transcribed. Transcription is,
however, in many ways a disadvantage, though attempts will be made to remedy it by a
paleographic section in the introductory volume, which will also indicate in the case of each
individual coffin the kind of script used in it. Facsimiles of rare signs or signs of doubt-
ful transcription will sometimes have been given already in the notes of the text volumes.
In our method of transcription we have adhered to the principles set forth by Gardiner in
Journal of Egyptian Archaeology XV (1929) 48 ff. Being convinced of the importance of the
reproductive function of transcription, we have not tried to hide the hieratic form of the original,
but have welcomed every opportunity to make the veil of transcription as thin as possible.
Thus we freely use -A for , -, a_; + or + for + or + of the manuscripts; if a clear
ligature is followed by a second =; etc. The introductory volume will be the right place
to explain our conventions in more detail. A great difficulty in this respect is that our hand
copies, being the product of many hands and long years of work, are not at all consistent in
this matter. An attempt has been made to attain a higher degree of consistency by the help of
the photographs. Where these failed I have kept the transcription of our hand copy. The
consequence of this procedure is that, for example, a .-a in rdi or imy can be trusted to re-
produce the manuscript exactly, but not a '-a in rdi or a an in imy.

The only alteration of the manuscript reading that has been allowed is the omission of signs
repeated by dittography. Such repetitions have been left in their place in the main text only

xiii
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INTRODUCTION

if they are very short. Long repetitions, which would have caused an unwarrantable waste
of space if they had been admitted to the text, have been relegated to the notes.

Damaged signs are hatched in those portions where they are defective, and as they have
been restored only if the reading is probable or practically certain it seemed superfluous to
spoil the neatness of the blank column by introducing signs indicative of probability or the
like. The more doubtful readings are occasionally marked by a query, but for the most part
they are given in the notes.

Sic has been used only rarely and, I am afraid, rather at haphazard. At any rate the absence
of this symbol should never be a reason to doubt our readings.

Figures with an asterisk (1*, 2*, etc.) in the blank column to the right of any text column
refer to the notes. These have, as far as possible, been given on the same page.

Dashes beside signs ( ) mean that these signs were not seen by ourselves, but rest on
some other authority-publication or manuscript copy. In the vast majority of cases the au-
thority in question is the manuscript of M. Lacau referred to above. As most former copies
or publications do not preserve the arrangement of the originals, my arrangement of the signs
in these parts is wholly arbitrary.

The symbol $ is employed to indicate that the signs or sentences separated thereby follow
one another in the original without any break.

Sometimes a simple line I will be found. Such a line has no other intention than to guide
the eye, for example, if a text starts near the bottom of a page, thus being far away from its
designation in the heading of the page. If such a line occurs between words or groups of
words, these do not follow one another immediately in the original.

The notes are very brief and have been confined to purely textual matters-corrections,
erasures, and the like. Also, in the case of a complicated arrangement or disorder in the
manuscript, they help the reader to visualize the original. 4

This is also the purpose of the plans which have been given of manuscripts or parts of
manuscripts having texts written in tabular form. These sketches are not drawn to scale and
are only intended to give an idea of the real position and order of the lines. The plans are
indexed on page 85. A statement of similar nature about coffin T2C is made on page 313.

The letters on the left-hand side of the page or of each group of parallel texts are meant to
facilitate the quoting of the texts, which should in the editors' opinion be quoted by volume,
page, and letter-for example, I 2 a, II 115 c, etc. In some respects I should have preferred a
quotation by number of spell and letter, a quotation such as Coffins 75 p being more eloquent,
if 75 be a well known spell, than Coffins I 100 c (100 being a page); just as BD (Ani) 125, 7 in
my opinion is more eloquent than Budge (1898) p. 247, 1. 2. Such a method proved, however,
impossible, many spells being so long that the alphabet would not have been sufficient. The
objection to quoting subdivisions by spell and number (instead of letter), or alternatively by
page and number, for example I 104, 4, is that this yields two figures in succession, a course that
would necessitate the use of a comma or some other symbol between the two figures and might
be a source of mistakes. The method advocated here, which uses a Roman figure, an Arabic
figure, and a letter, seems to be that which is least liable to confusion.

One point remains to be discussed. Our publication gives all the parallel texts of a spell in
full. This course, which involved the publication of some very corrupt texts and of small and
sometimes apparently useless fragments, may perhaps seem to require some justification. In
the first place the aim of this enterprise has been not merely to give an edition of the text, but
also to preserve the readings of the manuscripts, some of which, as M. Lacau's copies have
made abundantly clear, have been very rapidly perishing. But further, anyone who has

* The abbreviation "gr." used in the notes stands for a "group" or "square" of text.
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seriously worked with Naville's Todtenbuch,j as the present writer did when he had the privi-
lege of joining in Sethe's Gottinger Totenbuchstudien, will have had the experience that such
study is much hampered by the fact that Naville gives only the more important variants.
What exactly is the situation when Naville is silent? Is a parallel passage from which no vari-
ant is given really identical with the corresponding passage in the first column? Or has it a
variant which in Naville's opinion was unimportant, but concerning which we might take
a different view? Or is the manuscript defective at this point? If so, is the space sufficient
for the version of the first column or not? In a word, a really sound study of a spell from
the Book of the Dead must be continually going back from Naville to the originals. The stu-
dent who uses our publication may have confidence that he has the whole material before him;
and if a manuscript of exceptional interest is lost at crucial points (as is so often the case with
Egyptian manuscripts) he at least knows his fate at once, and not as the disappointing result
of long inquiries. For much the same reasons this method was adopted also by Lacau, who
further emphasizes the interest of certain variants and even mistakes.6

Regarding the question as to which text should be given in the first column the present
editor must confess a painful discrepancy between his lofty ideals and their poor realization
in this volume. The ideal of course would have been to achieve a piece of real editing from
the very beginning, to put the best or oldest text in the first column, to distinguish families of
manuscripts, and to construct pedigrees. But it soon became clear that such a course was im-
possible without a delay of years. A study such as Sethe's Totenbuchstudien would have been
the necessary preliminary to an edition of this kind, which will possibly be the ultimate out-
come of the study of our volumes and which may even take the form of a printed text with
notes like the edition of a classic. For the moment it has been possible merely to make the
roughest distinctions, and to keep families of manuscripts together only if the mutual re-
semblance was very strong and the difference from others very striking. Nevertheless, some
of the finer distinctions and family features have already become clear in the course of writing
out the texts, and indeed some of them are obvious at first sight now that the texts are neatly
arranged side by side. Often practical considerations have determined the choice of the text
for the first column; often not the best text but the fullest text or the text occupying the
most room has been deliberately chosen in order to avoid blank spaces in the first column.
Perhaps these practical necessities have too often overruled what is theoretically the right
or the best method. I myself am painfully conscious of the shortcomings of this publication.
Some of the work which remains to be done, or has only partly been done in the course of
compiling the text volumes, may be included in our volume of translations. The larger por-
tion of it must necessarily be left for future generations of Egyptologists.

SDas aegyptische Todtenbuch der XVIII. bis XX. Dynastie .... hrsg. von Edouard Naville (3 vols.; Berlin, 1886).
6 Pierre Lacau, Textes religieux gyptiens I (Paris, 1910) 3. A regrettable consequence of this point of view was that

Lacau did not continue his edition, because, as a note found with his manuscript copies tells us, he had come to the con-
clusion that his work would have been too incomplete without the important coffins in the European museums.
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3Published in . E . Gautier and 0. J~quier, Menoirc stir les fouilles det Licht ("Memoires de 'Institut franvais d'arch&
ologie orientale dui Caire" VI [Le Caire, 19021)) 1ls. XXII-XXVI.

4This (eothn, published by A. Kamal in A4nmdes do &ervicc dcs wdiquitts XII (1912) 122-27 and again ibid. XIV (1914)
48S-54, was not to be found.

5'This is the original name found in the texts.
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MORTUARY TEXTS FOUND ELSEWHERE'

Spell
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4-6

Parallel
BD 169 (beginning); cf. Pyr. 316
cf. BD 1lB

Spell
20-25
28

Parallel
BD 169
Pyr. 1639--40

LIST CORRELATING EDITIONS OF THE COFFIN TEXTS

Spell

44
45-46
47
48
49

Lacau, TI?2

85
86
87
88
89

Spell
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61
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Lacau, TR?
90
21
20
22

1 iD = Book of the Dead; Pyr. = Pyramid Texts, ed. Sethe (cited by paragraphs).
2 Pierre Laeau, "Textes religieux," in Recueil de travaux reiattfs & la philotogie et d L'archeologie tgyptwnnes et assyrienne8

XXVI-XIXXVII (1904-15), partially reprinted as Textes reiigicux 6gyptfiens I (Paris, 1910).
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