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borne over the water; while in order that it should abide. God saw that i Wery
good. And what was said about light was said aboul'everylhing ‘x-.tw Some
things. you see. abide by soaring over all the whole f"ﬂlllng wheel of HIE i the
widest range of holiness under God: while other things do so according 1o (he
limits of their time, and thus it is through things giving way 1o and taking (he
place of one another that the beautiful tapestry of the ages is woven.

fe. and on which the light itself was made, belong to that day? But every such
I. ,is pmdnced by the speaker on account of some listener's sense of hearing:
mean, has been so made as to perceive vibrations in the air. And so did that.
ver it was, invisible and shapeless matter have a sense of hearing. 1o which
could thus bellow and say. Let light be made? Well then, perish this absur-
from any thoughtful mind!

7. So was there some spiritual but still time-measured movement by which
are to understand that Let light be made was said. a movement produced by
al God through the co-eternal Word in the spiritual creation, which he
ady made when, as itsays. i the beginning God made heaven and earth:
d, that is. in that heaven of heaven? Or is this utterance 100 to be under-
d as not only made without any sound but also without any time-measured
ement of the spiritual creation, while being somehow or other fixed and
sed on its mind and reason, by the Word, co-eternal with the Father, so
en, following this utterance, that lower. dark and unformed corporeal
e would be set in motion and turned toward the appropriate species, and

The question of time; when did God say, Let light be made?

9. 15. So then, as for what God said: Let light be made; and light wus made
(Gn 1:3): did he say it on some day, or before any day? If. you see. he said it in the
Word co-eternal with himself. he said it, clearly. in a timeless manner; but if he
said it in a time-bound manner, he did not say it in the Word c.u-elcrnul with
himself, but through some time-bound creation. And in this case light wiﬂ not be
the first thing created. because there was already another thing through which
could be said, in time, Lef light be made. Besides, what is understood (o have
been made before any day is that about which it says. In the beginning God made
heaven and earth (Gn 1:1), where by the name of “heaven™ is to be unders;‘tuold.
the spiritual creation already made and formed, as being the heaven ol this
heaven. which is the highest thing among bodies. Now it was on the m:l.;nn{l day
that lhe.solid structure was made, which again he called “heaven™;" while b\ the
pame of earth. invisible and shapeless, and by the da}'k ':thy ss' the
imcompleteness and lack of perfection of bodily reality was s:gnntued. Imu of
which those time-bound things would be made, the first of them being I|gh!.

16. How, though, it was possible, through a creature WhiFP he made bq‘:lor:',;
time, for God to say in time Let light be made. it is rather difficult to “:‘L:Juse
BV “IL- i 'hi‘{.‘ i s:m({ “w;h :_f:: u:riraﬁngr(gi:l‘l:::;;11&:‘}'““'5 X #h would be in a formlessly fluid state unless it turned to the creator to be
wh'.ile\_'er S 5 th{ng .ds ih.dl-"\.' “. . s.ermln e 2 ' -orporei] voice with e _ B“l when itdid turn to him and was enlightened. then that huppened
that primal bodily substance in its incomplete state s ome COrpore o R it the Word of i e agnc i
which to utter Let light be made? So then, some voice-producing hn_} l'ﬂl'-:'
created and formed before light, Butif that is the case. there was a]rt-._:td)"ll::leb[ﬁ
the voice to run through, and for the spaces cu.'cupiec! by the successive :»ly flimﬁ
to pass along. Now if time was already there before light was made, in w :z wh.ﬂ,l,:.r
would the voice have been made with which to uttler Le_f light be .'.'ma’c..‘ e
day did that time belong? The count, after all, begins with the one r.Iuy.l gl ich
the first. on which light wus made." Or does the whole space ol time, u:;’ i
hoth the voice-producing body was made through which to utter Let lig

this really is problematic: here we have the spiritual creation which in its
emplation of Truth is beyond all time. and God giving an order outside time.
the spiritual creation hearing it outside time, but having these formulae’

ly impressed upon it from God's unchanging Wisdom like so many intel-
€ utterances. and then transmitting them to lower levels so that
measured movements should be set up in time-measured things, whether
ving them specific form or for controlling them; how this could happenitis
ly impossible to grasp. If. however, light, which was the first thing of

ill:was said thatit should be made, and then it was made, is also 1o be taken
Hding the first place in creation, then it is itself that intellectual, intelligent

Y tumber one was spent

8. Nonetheless, if this was said timelessly. because time has no place in
co-eternal with the Father. someone may perhaps wonder whether it
_pe_n?d__ tmelessly. But how can this be supposed, when after the light was
: divided from the darkness and they were labeled “day” and “night,”
BO®S on to say: And there was made evening, and there was made
One day (Gn 1:5)? From this it appears that this work of God took up

Wit
« gt g d o i A8 jr=ov
f. See G 1:6-8. This is the "bodily heaven,” not the spinitual heayen which Is ahowve it
heuven, For this idea of 4 “heaven of hieaven” see gote 19 below.
- See Gn 122
4. See Gn 155,

e it g j
2l Salisfu'_‘ Lutin; a Word that will almost dominse this whole treatise, snd for which no
bt ACtory translation can he provided.
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